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National Farmers' Day is observed to honour and
acknowledge the  contribution of farmers in our lives.

Majority of the farm land holdings in India belong 
to the small and marginal categories. The average 
size of operational farm holdings is only 1.08 ha, 
down from 2.28 ha in 1970s. Yet, India's 
agricultural production has rapidly accelerated in 
recent decades to become the second ($532 bn) 
largest  one,  g lobal ly.  This  emphat ica l ly 
demonstrates the innovation, ingenuity and hard 
work of the millions of small farmers of India.

Farmers are an extremely crucial asset for the nation.
Farmers account for largest workforce in  India.

43

25

32

Agriculture Sector Industry Sector Service Sector

thSource: Statista.com (Accessed on 14  December 2022)

Percentage (%) of Workforce

Distribution of the workforce across
economic sectors in India (2019)

Small Farms – the millions that made India an agricultural powerhouse.



Our Prime Minister is right to urge the people to make the small farms pride of India. India was 
once a chronic importer of food grains. Today, India is the world's largest exporter of many agri 
commodities.

Indian farmers are multi-skilled. Driven by the economic 
necessity to maximize the returns, the small farmers have 
evolved through self-engineered innovation, especially since 
2000. They produce a variety of agricultural and allied 
products round the year. Between 2000 and 2021 India's 
agricultural output has grown more than 400% from $101 bn 
to $ 532 bn (World Bank). 

The growth in agricultural production has outstripped the population growth. The infamous 
theory of Thomas Robert Malthus that “the growth of human population always tends to 
outstrip the agricultural production” is now buried and forgotten.

- Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi
th15  August 2021

Need to increase the collective power of 
our small farms. Make them national pride.

Small scale mixedfarming is our strength. Every unit of farmland in India produces multiple 
agricultural outputs. Land use intensity and labour use intensity remain high in family-owned 
small farms. Consequently, the aggregate agricultural output per unit area/year in India is among 
the highest in the world.

If we are to fairly evaluate the relative productivity of small and large farms, we must 
discard "yield" as our measurement tool. Yield means the production per unit area of a 
single crop….." 

“While a monoculture may allow for a high yield of one crop, it produces nothing else of 
use to the farmer”

Crop Yield vs Total Output



Building pride in small farms calls for collective efforts. 
Institutions, both government and private, have the prime 
responsibility in bringing out the sunny side of small farms. 
Traditionally, our minds have been conditioned to look down 
upon the small farms. This must change.

Remember, the small farms are no less innovative or progressive 
than the large ones. They are the ones who secure us the food 
sovereignty and security. Small farmers are fast learners. They 
quickly adopt new technologies and often modify them to suit 
their needs. Young farmers increasingly take to digital platforms 
to connect to their peers and distant markets.

The small farms are neither capital intensive nor input intensive. 
Family labour plays a major role in the small farms. Women 
empowerment is at its best in the small farms.

“The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are India's 
engines of growth”, observed the World Bank. Similarly, the 
small farms fuel the growth in the agriculture sector.

We must stop pitying the small farms and start patronizing their 
thproduce. India is currently the 4  largest retail market in the 

world. Buying and consuming the agricultural products 
produced by the small farms is a virtuous act to show our pride in 
India's small farms.

Small farmers on the other hand, especially in the third world, are much more likely to 
plant crop mixtures. They also tend to combine or rotate crops and livestock. with 
manure serving to replenish soil fertility.

Therefore, if we are to compare small and large farms we should use total output, rather 
than yield. Total output is the sum of everything a small farmer produces: various grains, 
fruits, vegetables, fodder, animal products, etc.

While yield almost always biases the results toward larger farms, total output allows us 
to see the true productivity advantage of small farms.

Source: “The Multiple Functions and Benefits of Small Farm Agriculture In the Context of 
Global Trade Negotiations” (Sept 1999) by Peter M. Rosset, Ph.D. Executive 
Director Food First, The Institute for Food and Development Policy Oakland, 
CA USA.
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This is the best thing we, the ‘Citizens of India’,
can decide to do on this day.
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