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Brazil earns the highest “trade surplus” from 
international agricultural trade.

“Trade surplus” is a term connoting the 
country's exports exceeding its imports in a 
given sector.

The data demonstrates Brazil's competitive 
advantage in the agricultural production and 
export. 

Both the USA and China have trade de�cits, whereas Brazil has a huge trade surplus in the 
agricultural trade.

India also earns trade surplus ($10 bn) from the agricultural trade, although it is way below 
than what Brazil earns.

How does Brazil's agricultural trade compare to that of other major economies such as 
the USA and China?

Source: WTO STATS (Accessed on 14th March 2025)
Unit: $ bn

 Year Export Import Trade Surplus
 2019 89 12 77
 2020 93 12 81
 2021 111 15 96
 2022 148 17 131
 2023 157 16 141
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A policy advocacy paper issued by :

Centre for Environment  Agriculture (CENTEGRO)& , a Mumbai based think tank in India.

We actively work, among others, on matters that concern Indian agriculture, trade, economy, health and 
environment.

E: info@centegro.org W: indianagriculturalfacts.com

Embrapa, the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation,
has signi�cantly contributed to Brazil's agricultural transformation,
enabling it to become a global food powerhouse through research,
technology development, and knowledge  transfer.

The Brazilian government has implemented farmer-friendly policies
which support the farmers in adopting new technologies to boost
agricultural production.

Over the last three decades, Brazil has successfully 
transitioned from a labour-intensive, low-input
traditional agriculture to a high-input, highly
mechanised and science-based agriculture.

“Smart farming helps Brazil feeding the world”
observed a report produced at the World Economic Forum.

Agricultural products account for around 50% of Brazil's merchandise export revenues, 
now, although the share of agriculture in the Brazilian GDP is barely 6%.

Brazil uses only 63.5 mn ha of land for crop production, of more than 410 mn ha of total 
potential arable land, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Therefore, ample scope exists for Brazil to further strengthen its leadership in agriculture. 

Agricultural export led economic growth has made signi�cant contribution to poverty 
alleviation in Brazil.

Brazil plays a crucial role in global “protein security” as it is the 
world's largest producer and exporter of protein-rich foods like 
soyabean, beef,  chicken, etc.

Brazilian farmers produce food enough to feed 11% of the world 
population of 8 bn people.

Brazil ranks among the top �ve global producers for at least 
34 agricultural commodities.

According to a 2024 report, Brazil's agricultural commodities have 
market access to as many as 200 countries.

Clearly, when it comes to agricultural trade, Brazil is the global leader.
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