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Yield under organic farming in India (2023-24)

Sr. No. | State Name Total Area Total Production Yield
(In Ha) (In MT) (Kg/Ha)
1 Sikkim 75,729.78 24.68 0.3
2 Arunachal Pradesh 16,537.53 25.15 2
3 Tripura 20,481.36 245.44 12
4 Jharkhand 54,408.20 3,619.53 67
5 Telangana 84,865.16 7,125.68 84
6 Goa 12,287.40 2,498.40 203
7 Nagaland 16,221.56 3,888.31 240
8 Gujarat 6,80,819.99 2,40,190.66 353
9 Uttarakhand 1,01,820.39 44,745.43 439
10 Meghalaya 29,703.30 13,671.39 460
11 Assam 27,079.40 12,522.43 462
12 Andhra Pradesh 63,678.69 33,039.30 519
13 Punjab 11,089.41 6,801.79 613
14 Rajasthan 5,80,092.22 4,00,926.98 691
15 Tamil Nadu 42,758.27 29,994.60 701
16 Madhya Pradesh 11,48,236.07 9,00,086.49 784
17 Odisha 1,81,022.28 1,59,521.40 881
18 Kerala 44,263.91 41,128.53 929
19 Jammu & Kashmir 34,746.75 33,188.37 955
India 44,75,836.90 35,50,481.27 793
0 and Processed Food Prod port Developme PEDA) accessed 0 024

- The APEDA, under Ministry of Commerce & Industries is implementing the National Programme
for Organic Production (NPOP) since 2001.

- NPOPisthe world'slargest organic certification programme.
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The official crop yield data for organic farming under NPOP is shocking.

Sikkim, widely hailed as the first 100% organic state, reports an average yield of as low as
300 grams/ha.

Out of the 27 states, that have reported organic production data under NPOP for the year 2023-24,
11 states have yields lower than 500 kgs/ha and 8 states have yields between
500-1000 Kgs/ha.

The published yield data for the previous years is no different.

The largest produced category of organic commaodity in India is not food crops but fibres (cotton,
silk, jute, coir and others).

There is distress on the export front, too. Many countries including the USA have stopped accepting
the organic certificates issued by NPOP citing integrity issues.

Recently, large consignment of regular rice was labelled as organic and exported to Africa and Asian
countries. This scandal was traced to Sikkim Organic Certification Agency owned by the
Government of Sikkim.

India's organic export declined by nearly §3% in last four years from 1041 Mn USD (2020-21) to
495 Mn USD (2023-24).

There are several financial schemes at the state and central level to support organic farming
involving huge funds.

Hard Questions:

. Isorganicfarming surviving only on the strength of financial support?

. Considering the abysmally poor yields, is organic farming really

sustainable?

. How come this chronic failure on the organic production front has

remained outside the radar of the farm scientists, economists and
policy makers for over 20 years?

. Isittime to review the outdated and underperforming NPOP?
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