India. Do chemical fertilizers and pesticides

lead to land degradation and soil infertility?
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( Source: PIB, NHB, RBI, Indiastat, Ministry of Agriculture & farmers Welfare )
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O Indian agriculture was organic until 1960. Chemical inputs gained acceptance
thereafter.

O Environmental activists often allege that chemical fertilizers and pesticides have
degraded our agricultural lands. One activist even filed a petition before the National
\_ Green Tribunal (NGT) on this subject.Is this allegation true? )
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As canbe seen, the yields have improved significantly in the last sixty years.
Clearly, the allegation thatIndian soils remain degraded and infertile is not atall true.

Indian soils continue to remain fertile and productive.
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Chemical inputs play a vital role in improving crop yields to meet our food security.
Itdoes not mean other inputs are notneeded.
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Adoption of Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) and Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) is common now. This is an inclusive approach involving use of chemical, natural
and biological inputs.

Q Indian agriculture is mainly of small and marginal farmers. They effectively blend
modern technologies and traditional practices together. Indian agriculture is a
symbol of Indian ingenuity. India ranks the second largest in the world in agricultural

N production.

Issued by Centre for Environment & Agriculture (CENTEGRO), a Mumbai based think tank.
We actively work, among others, on matters that concern Indian agriculture, trade, economy, health and environment.
E: info@centegro.org W: indianagriculturalfacts.com
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