Global Cotton
Consumption on

a downward spiral.

2005 24.20 6.51 47.78
2006 25.67 6.59 51.78
2007 26.62 6.67 58.36
2008 25.46 6.76 64.12
2009 24.40 6.84 60.81
2010 25.10 6.92 66.60
2011 23.80 7.00 73.85
2012 22.83 7.09 75.49
2013 23.72 7.18 77.61
2014 24.30 7.26 79.71
2015 24.40 7.35 75.18
2016 24.41 7.43 76.47
2017 25.45 7.52 81.40
2018 26.29 7.60 86.41
2019 26.30 7.68 87.65
2020 26.62 7.76 84.91
CAGR 0% 1% 3%
Source: ' The Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
* The World Bank Database L
—' & Between 2005 and 2020, the global wealth grew

78% at a CAGR of 3% while population increased
from 6.5 billion to 7.8 billion (CAGR 1%.).

& But, the consumption of cotton shows zero
growth in terms of CAGR.

& This means that in spite of increased wealth, the
per capita consumption of cotton has decreased.

& There seems to be no correlation between
increasing income / wealth and cotton
consumption.

Cotton




: Cotton v/s Chemical fibre consumption (in Mn MT) :
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Globally, the preference of consumers is moving away from cotton to chemical fibres -
mainly polyesters derived from fossil fuel.

&

&

The share of chemical fibres (polyester, nylon, etc.) is more than double than that of cotton.

&

“Go Green. Go Natural.” is a fashionable slogan amongst the elite groups. It remains just a
slogan.

©

The climate change activist Greta Thunberg appeared on the cover of TIME magazine in
December 2019 wearing a polyester outfit.

&

This is just an example that symbolizes how the rich and powerful activists have moved
away from cotton even as they claim to nurture the earth.

A single polyester t-shirt has emissions of 5.5 kg CO2e, compared with 2.1 kg CO2e
for one made from cotton (cited in Nature Climate Change, 8,1(2018).

&  ©

Declining cotton consumption would hit the cotton farmers hard, mainly in developing
countries. India has the maximum number of cotton growers in the world. India and other
major producing countries must run “pro-cotton-campaigns” promoting cotton
consumption.

& Consumption driven growth alone will sustain cotton, the world's oldest textile
fibre.

‘ Check your wardrobe today. How many dresses
do you have that comprise 100% cotton?

Can you do something to increase the share of
cotton in your collection?
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